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LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND EASTER
The liturgical season of Lent begins
with the solemn observance of Ash
Wednesday and continues for
six weeks, culminating with the
church's joyous celebration of Easter.
During the period called Holy Week,
which begins with Passion/Palm
Sunday, churches around the world
might have special worship services
on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and on Saturday(Vigil of Easter).
Easter Sunday-Resurrection Sunday is
a celebration commemorating the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday is on February 17th.
We will be distributing ashes on that
day from 6:30-7:00 PM. There will be a
short service at 7:00 PM.
WEDNESDAY LENTEN MEAL
AND SERVICES
A time for preparation, reflection,
growth, and change
On subsequent Wednesdays during Lent
(February 24 – March 24) we will have a
simple, single serve, socially distanced
meal in the fellowship hall at 6:00 PM
followed by some singing and a
devotion at 6:45 PM in the sanctuary.
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HOLY WEEK
March 28th: 11:00 AM Palm Sunday! We
give out Palm branches and reflect upon
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.
April 2nd: 5:30 PM Good Friday. We
will have a quiet Reflection Service.
EASTER
April 4th: 11:00 AM Easter Celebration
and Communion Service! He’s Alive!
Sheryl Wheeler and guest musicians join
our celebrations. Pastor Michael
Ackerbauer, PhD brings the Easter
message of hope and grace.
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WORSHIP AND LIVE
STREAM AT ARC
On most Sundays at Arlington
Reformed Church we follow an Order
of Worship (liturgy) that consists of
Announcements, an Opening Prayer, a
Call to Worship, Personal Prayers and
Confessions, an Old Testament
Scripture Reading, four Hymns-Songs,
and Intercessory Prayers. There is a
sermon scripture and a message from
God's Word. We always close in
prayer.
We often have a Special Music piece,
or a musical Prelude. On the 1st
Sunday of each month we participate
in the Lord's Supper together. There
are offering plates at the front of our
sanctuary for financial contributions.
We worship with piano, guitars and
other instruments. Our pianists: Lexi
Johnson went off to college at
Binghamton this month. Sheryl
Wheeler moved to Catskill and Kara
Lu is sequestered to her Vassar
College campus due to the pandemic!
Pastor Sutka from Changepoint
Church came this week with
Changepoint's worship technical
director, Jacque. They will help us
with additional musicians and singers
and live streaming our service on
Sundays.
If you have internet, you will soon be
able to participate in the service from
home when you are not able to attend
services at church.
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WHO’S PREACHING
ANYWAY?
We have not had a full-time pastor
since 2015, but have been blessed
with retired pastors and lay persons
willing to come on Sundays. Who
could forget Rev Nick Miles signing in
his native American language
"Amazing Grace?" Or Ralph Essery's
nearly two years of messages for us
every Sunday?
In 2019 we developed a Classis
approved supportive and ministerial
relationship with Changepoint
Church. They are on the opposite
side of Poughkeepsie from us. We
continue to plan and pray about how
we can join in ministry together in
2021 and onward.
Changepoint pastors are committed
to coming and preaching God's Word
at Arlington Reformed Church every
Sunday and supporting us in other
ministries as well. They are all about
church building and planting. We are
discussing ways they will help us
grow as a church, even sending some
of their members to fellowship, build
and serve with us.
From Changepoint Church, Pastor
Frank Gallo started ministering at
ARC in the fall of 2019 and was
quickly joined by Pastor Michael
Ackerbauer, PhD. Recently joining
the preaching rotation is senior
Pastor Justin Sutka who will preach
at ARC monthly. We are blessed to
have these pastors at ARC.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN
THE REFORMED CHURCH
IN AMERICA?

Like other mainline denominations,
the RCA has had a declining
membership during the last three
decades. In the last thirty years,
the church has lost more than 69%
of its membership.
This is mainly due to differing
interpretations of the Bible and the
Creeds, issues of gender identity,
sexuality, and position on abortion.
Come June 2021 many churches
could leave the RCA over these
dividing issues. The RCA has
presented three possible options to
manage this decline going forward:
Churches can restructure into
affinity classes-not geographic.
The RCA can spin off their
missionary outreach into an 501c3
Missions Agency.
Churches who believe its time to
leave the RCA could be allowed,
with their Classis' blessing, to
generously leave the denomination.

AND WHAT ABOUT US...
Consistory is prayerfully exploring
with our Classis the option of
leaving the RCA generously to
continue ministry with
Changepoint Church.
Because of our strong working
relationship with Changepoint and
hope for growth and revitalization,
together with the approaching
upheaval in the RCA, we are
hopeful to maintain our church
presence and outreach on our
corner of Raymond and Haight
Avenues. More on this to come.
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