
Sunday, June 21, 2020 
“To Fathers and God as our Father” 

Pastor Michael Ackerbauer 
 
Welcome  
Good morning. Welcome to our online worship!  A note:  A newsletter will be sent this week with 
information on the upcoming opening date for services at church and live stream.    
 
Call to Worship from Psalm 68:4-6 
Our Call to Worship is taken from Psalm 68 this morning, it reads:                                                         
 
Sing praises to God and to his name! Sing loud praises to him who rides the clouds.  
His name is the Lord— rejoice in his presence! 
5 Father to the fatherless, defender of widows—this is God, whose dwelling is holy. 
6 God places the lonely in families; he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy. 
  
Opening Prayer  
Pastor Michael Ackerbauer 
 
A Father’s Day Tribute Prayer 
Holy God, whom we call Father, we give you thanks for the people who have been our earthly fathers 
in this life, and we pray for all sorts and conditions of fathers.  
 
For fathers who have striven to balance the demands of work, marriage, and children with an honest 
awareness of both joy and sacrifice. 
 
For fathers who, lacking a good model, have worked to become a good father.  
 
For fathers who by their own account were not always there for their children, but who continue to 
offer those children, now grown, their love and support.  
 
For fathers who hurt, neglected or abandoned their children may you breathe new life and 
miraculous insights into their hearts 
 
For fathers who have been wounded by the neglect and hostility of their children.  
 
For fathers who, despite divorce, have remained in their children's lives.  
 
For fathers whose children are adopted, and whose love and support has offered healing.  
 
For fathers who, as stepfathers, freely choose the obligation of fatherhood and earned their 
stepchildren's love and respect.  
 
For fathers who have lost a child to death and continue to hold the child in their heart.  
 
For those men who have no children but cherish the next generation as if they were their own.  
 
For those men who have "fathered" us in their role as mentors and guides.  
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For those men who are about to become fathers; may they openly delight in their children.  
 
And for those fathers who have died but live on in our memory, whose love continues to nurture us. 
 
For mothers and children who live alone without a father, bless them this day as well. 
 
All this we ask in the name of your beloved Son, Amen.  
 
Message-Pastor Michael Ackerbauer 
“To Father’s and God as our Father” 
 
Message Text 
Luke 15:11-24 
 
General Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Please join your hearts in silent prayer as Pastor Michael prays and when he is done, we will pray 
the Lord’s Prayer which is below together: 
 
We pray to God the Father, who has reconciled all things to himself in Christ: 
For those who serve in public office, that they may work for the common good 
For Christian people everywhere, that we may joyfully proclaim and live our faith in Jesus Christ 
For those who suffer from hunger, sickness or loneliness, that the presence of Christ may bring 
them health and wholeness 

 
We especially pray today for our church family, but especially for Eleanor MacIsaac, Wendy 
Bohlinger, Alison Maloney, Laury Baur, Cissy Kenyon, Carol Barnes, Nettie Farrier, Chet and 
MaryLou Graves, and Dottie Hanlon.  We pray for Ben LeFevres, Hugo Becker, Pastor Derek 
Duncan, Rev Eric Titus 
 
We pray for your blessing on the financial offerings given to our church.  We pray they are given 
willingly to build up and strengthen your church family and our witness in the community.  Please 
meet our needs so we can continue as a church here in Arlington, spreading your gospel, sharing 
your love, serving the community.  Help us to use our talents, resources and time to minister as 
needed, and to beautify and maintain this church so that your name is glorified through the 
outpouring of our love and diligence of service.  
 
God of compassion, help us trust in your mercy now and forever, praying as you have taught us to 
pray: 
ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.   Amen.     

                      
Sending Challenge 
Pastor Michael Ackerbauer 


